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After two decades of conducting tours to Greece and the Greek Islands; Nick Melidonis will join with Tony Hewitt, one of 
Australia‘s top photographers, to offer a new, exciting adventure. We will have our own personal coach and driver for the entire 
tour. This remarkable journey is about experiencing Greek culture, history, food, art and connecting with the local people; plus, 
the opportunity to take stunning images with ‘insider’s knowledge’. It’s also about making friends and creating memories.Tony 
and Nick will each share their unique way of seeing images with the group with lots of fun and insightful workshops.

Our journey commences in classical Athens from where we travel to ancient Delphi, with its evocative ruins surrounded by 
breathtaking mountain scenery; surely one the most beautiful historic sites in Greece. From Delphi; we travel north through the 
mighty chasms of the Eastern Pindus as they plummet abruptly onto the Thessalian plain. Here we will marvel at the massive grey 
coloured pinnacles with the imposing monasteries of Meteora perched on top. These monasteries make spectacular photographs, 
especially at dawn and dusk.

We journey along a stunning coastline via the historic battle site of Thermopylae where the Spartan King Leonidas made his 
famous stand in 480 BC. Our journey continues to an area of stunning beauty and rich culture in the Peloponnese to the treasures 
of Byzantium as we commence with a visit to the old capital of Greece; the beautifully preserved city of Nafplion. Nafplion has 
cobbled streets, squares, spectacular architecture, sophisticated shopping and the fortress of Bourtzi in the harbour with the 
towering castle of Palamides above. We then discover one of the greatest monuments of Greek Antiquity, the famous theatre at 
the Asklepieion of Epidaurus, the finest of its kind. It combines perfect acoustics with style and elegance in design and is still 
in use today.  

We enjoy a relaxing cruise to experience the fabulous island of Spetses. Beautiful nature, perfect beaches and a complex history 
‒ Spetses is an island that has all three. It was also the home to a heroic female naval admiral, Bouboulina who went down in 
history for her role in the revolution.  We continue our cruise to the striking island of Hydra, where there are no cars and the 
prominent harbour has imposing houses built by numerous sea captains. Leonard Cohen spent many wonderful years here 
composing his music, books and poetry leaving only occasionally to do his concerts.

The exquisite little village of Mystras is located 5 kms from Sparta. It was here the last King of Byzantium; Constantine XI 
Palaeologus fell in 1453.There is a large statue of him in the town square. Above the village is a hilltop strewn with monasteries, 
castles and churches, most well preserved, that we will visit and savour its history.

One of Greece’s best kept secrets is Monemvasia, a beautiful Medieval, walled castle town and port. Be overwhelmed by this 
magical place’s rawness, wildness, history and profound romanticism. The sense of isolation felt on this legendary rock, cut off 
from the coast of the Peloponnese by an earthquake in 375 AD, adds to the wonder. As a natural fortress, it was inhabited by the 
Byzantines, Franks, Venetians and Ottomans. 

This will be the trip of a lifetime and a natural extension to our popular “Hidden Jewels of Greece” itinerary, don’t miss 
joining two of Australia’s top photographers together for one exciting adventure.

“Everything here speaks now as it did centuries ago, of illumination. Here the light penetrates 
directly to the soul, opens the door and windows of the heart, makes one naked, exposed, 

isolated in a metaphysical bliss which makes everything so clear without being known”  
            

~Henry Miller, The Colossus of Maroussa
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About Your Tour Leaders
Nick Melidonis, Master Photographer and 2016 National 
Geographic Travel finalist, will take you on a personal travel 
adventure sharing his passion for photography and insider’s 
knowledge of his homeland Greece.

Tony Hewitt, Grand Master of Photography, will share his 
extensive photographic knowledge , tour guide skills and 
unique presentation style of his workshops to provide an 
experience, together with Nick, second to none.

Dates and Cost
• A 13 days/12 nights travel and cultural adventure.
• Commences Athens Sept 6th and finishes Athens Sept 

18th 2023.
• Land content per person twin share AUD $8,990.
• Unshared Accommodation Surcharge $990
• A deposit of AUD$990 is required to secure your place.
• Payment of the balance is required 12 weeks prior to the 

Commencement of the tour.

LOYALTY DISCOUNT,if you have been on any of Nick’s  
or Tony’s tours in the past, you will receive a discount  
of $400.

What’s Included
• All accommodation, breakfasts, welcome and 

farewell dinners.
• Private coach transport, day and boat tours 

as per itinerary.
• Pre-tour travel advice and a comprehensive tour 

pack on Greece.
• Greek speaking tour guides.
• Entry fees to monuments, museums and activities 

as per itinerary.

What’s Not Included?
• Travel to and from Greece. Our Travel Agent can assist  

you with booking suitable flights. 
• Any tours/activities/admissions not specifically included  

in the itinerary. 
• Travel Insurance, which is a requirement for this tour.  

Our Travel Agent can arrange a suitable policy for you. 
• Dinners and lunches other than those mentioned  

in the itinerary (food is inexpensive in Greece). 
• Personal expenses such as tips, drinks, laundry etc. 

 

Cancellation Policy
• Our Cancellation Policy is detailed on the tour booking 

form available from our Travel Agent. 

Need to Know
• This tour starts and concludes in Athens.
• Itinerary may be subject to change due to weather, ferry 

timetable changes and other factors. A significant change 
in exchange rates or other cost factors may necessitate a 
variation in price. 

• A current travel insurance policy is required with COVID 
inclusion is a requirement for this tour.

• We require a minimum of 8 participants to run this tour. 

Bookings and Information
For bookings and enquiries please contact the  
sole booking agent:

Our World Travel East Perth  
Nick Missikos (Owner/Manager)  
Shop 1/113 Royal Street East Perth

Ph: 08 9221 9977   Fax: 08 9221 5577  
(outside Australia +61 89221 9977)

Email: travel@owtravel.com.au 

mailto:travel%40owtravel.com.au?subject=Ultimate%20Greece%202015
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Day 1: Athens, Wed Sept 6th (B/-/D) 
Arrive in Athens and meet your fellow passengers at our hotel. 
This morning, our knowledgable guide will lead us to one of 
the world’s richest museums, the Archaeological Museum 
of Greece. This stunning museum includes the statue of 
Poseidon and the gold mask of King Agamemnon. We will also 
visit the Monasteraki district.

This evening’s welcome dinner (included) is at a traditional 
Taverna near our hotel. 

Overnight - Athens

Day 2: Athens-Arachova-Delphi, Thurs Sept 7th  
(B/-/-) 
After taking a scenic drive through stunning rural scenery to 
Levadia from Athens, we’ll arrive in Delphi around noon. On the 
way to Delphi, we will have lunch at the picturesque mountain 
village and ski resort of Arachova. Delphi was considered 
the centre of the universe by the ancient Greeks and played 
a central role in the classical Greek world. This is the site 
of the Oracle of Apollo, where the priestess Pythia foretold 
the future. We’ll tour the archaeological site and its museum 
of treasures, including the unique bronze Charioteer and 
proceed along the Sacred Way to the Athenian Treasury. We 
also visit the famous Temple of Apollo; the Temple of Athena 
Nike; the Tholos; the Castilian Spring and the stunningly 
preserved theatre and stadium to rival that of Olympia.  

Overnight - Delphi

Day 3: Delphi-Meteora, Fri Sept 8th (B/-/-)
From classical Delphi, we journey to the mystical Greek 
Orthodox Monasteries of Meteora.  We travel through the 
scenic Plain of Thessaly to Kalambaka through the central 
towns of Amphissa, Lamia and Trikala, arriving in Kalambaka 
where we settle into our hotel. This evening, we are treated 
to some stunning photography, capturing a sunset over 
the monasteries seemingly hanging on top of spires of 
conglomerate rock. For centuries these towers of sandstone 
provided cliff-top retreats for the monks. Meteora is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

Overnight - Kalambaka

Day 4: Meteora, Sat Sept 9th (B/-/-)
This morning we’ll capture a sunrise over the impressive cliff-
top monasteries with photographic guidance, returning to our 
hotel for a late breakfast. We spend a relaxing day visiting and 
photographing the iconic monasteries and the spectacular 
natural rock formations. It will be an unforgettable day. We 
will also offer a photo workshop.

Overnight - Kalambaka

ICONIC GREECE 2023 TOUR ITINERARY
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Day 5: Kalambaka, Nafplion, Sun Sept 10th (B/-/-)
We say farewell to mystical Meteora and travel by coach 
through interesting countryside towards the ancient first 
capital of Greece, Nafplion. On the way we have a stop at the 
historical Thermopylae where Leonidas and the 300 Spartans 
fought the Persians in 480 BC and we have lunch at scenic 
Kamena Vourla. We make a stop at the famous Corinth Canal 
which connects the Gulf of Corinth with the Saronic Gulf. This 
canal was dug out of sheer rock by hand. We finish today’s 
journey in Nafplion, one of the most beautiful and romantic 
Byzantine cities in Greece. This evening, enjoy the stunning 
cobbled streets; exciting shopping and exquisite restaurants.

Overnight – Nafplion

Day 6: Nafpion, Epidaurus, Mon Sept 11th (B/-/-)
After breakfast, we coach to one of the greatest monuments 
of Greek Antiquity, the famous theatre at the Asklepieion of 
Epidaurus, the finest of its kind. It combines perfect acoustics 
with style and elegance in design and is still in use today. We 
relax in the afternoon and a photo workshop will be offered. 
In late afternoon, we use our coach to get to the imposing 
castle/fortress overlooking Nafplion; Palamidi. Palamidi is the 
fortress that dominates the city, in the sense that it almost 
floats on a steep hill. Between 1711 and 1714 the Venetians 
built the castle (an amazingly short time), and this is in fact 
the final fortress of importance the Venetians built outside 
their own country.  From this elevation, stunning photos can 
be taken of the town and water below. 

Overnight - Nafplion

Day 7: Spetses, Hydra, Nafplion, Tues Sept 12th 
(B/-/-) 
A highlight of our tour will be a boat cruise leaving from 
the small port of Tolo to the magic islands of Spetses and 
Hydra. Spetses is an island boasting a long naval tradition 
and not far from the ferry terminal is the house of Greece’s 
most famous female admiral, Bouboulina. It was here that the 
revolution flag was raised on 3rd April 1821. Hydra is one of 
Greece’s most beautiful islands and has no cars, just donkeys. 
The waterfront is stunning and up the hill, is the house of 
legendary singer/composer, Leonard Cohen who spent a lot 
of his life here. Another amazing day.

Overnight – Nafplion
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Day 8: Nafplion – Mystras, Wed Sept 13th  
(B/-/-)
After breakfast, we board our coach and travel from Nafplion 
to another jewel of the Peloponesse, Mystras. Spread over 
a steep mountainside and surrounded by verdant olive and 
orange trees, this former Byzantine capital and fortified city 
is the single most compelling set of medieval ruins in Greece. 
Treading the cobblestones, worn smooth by centuries of 
footsteps, you can walk with the ghosts, ducking into the 
ruins of palaces, monasteries and churches, most dating from 
between 1271 and 1460. Good information panels throughout 
focus on the background rather than specific details of 
buildings. Fall in love with the charming small village at the 
foot of the impressive Byzantine monuments. Our hotel in the 
town centre is set on a square of tavernas serving the most 
mouth-watering food we encountered in the Peloponnese.

Overnight – Mystras

Day 9: Mystras, Thur Sept 14th (B/-/-)
We enjoy a relaxing chill day and a visit to the top of the 
mountain castle overlooking the impressive ruins. For those 
interested in the extensive history of this area, further visits 
to the antiquities are possible. Workshops will be offered or 
just become part of this most enticing small village.

Overnight – Mystras

Day 10: Mystras to Monemvasia, Fri Sept 15th  
(B/-/-)
This morning, we head south to the famed walled city of 
Monemvasia; a fairy tale scene in the Peloponnese with 
vaulted alleys, Byzantine churches and Venetian mansions. 
Monemvasia means “one entrance” and in fact the only access 
to this castle is via a causeway. This uniquely preserved 
mediaeval town is carved into the majestic grey rock like 
a sculpture. It was called the “Gibraltar of the East” by the 
famous Greek poet Yannis Ristos describing his birthplace. 
Follow in the footsteps of knights, pirates, crusaders and 
emperors, who all fell under the spell of this mythical place 
in the Peloponnese. After settling in to our hotel in the magic 
little port, we explore this wonderfully preserved gem.

Overnight – Monemvasia

Day 11: Monemvasia, Sat Sept 16th (B/-/D)
We spend the day in this amazing walled city and port, enjoying 
the crystal clear waters, enticing shops and layback lifestyle. 
A photo workshop will be offered and further visits in and out 
of the walled city for those special images. This evening we 
celebrate our time and journey together with a farewell dinner 
at a picturesque restaurant on the water’s edge.

Overnight – Monemvasia
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Day 12: Monemvasia to Athens, Sun Sept 17th  
(B/-/-)
After breakfast, we board our coach for a leisurely drive back 
to Athens and check in to our comfortable hotel. We say 
goodbye to our driver and have a chill afternoon doing some 
last-minute shopping.

Overnight – Athens

Day 13: Athens, Mon Sept 18th (B/-/-)
This morning our tour ends after breakfast and we check out, 
say farewell to everyone and we continue with our other travel 
arrangements.

NOTE: Tour itinerary, ferry schedules and activities may 
change due to weather, local and other conditions.


